
MEETING WITH CSB
REGARDING 5TH AVENUE BRIDGE EXPERIENCE 
AND RECREATION 

March 11, 2024

Technical difficulties? 
Please chat Kristen Legg or email her at Kristen.Legg@floydsnider.com



Logistics
For technical support please contact Kristen Legg at 
Kristen.Legg@floydsnider.com or through Zoom chat 
Please mute yourself when not speaking to reduce background noise. 
We invite you to turn on your video if you feel comfortable doing so. 

mailto:Kristen.Legg@floydsnider.com


Logistics
To virtually “raise your hand”

or 



Meeting Objectives
Meeting objectives:
• Provide a project history as a basis for how DES arrived at this restoration 

project. 

• Learn about the fishing, bridge experience, and recreation design topics and 
provide feedback that will help inform conceptual design.



Agenda
5:30 PM Welcome & Introductions
5:50 PM Project Overview and History
6:20 PM Large Group Discussion
6:40 PM Small Group Discussions #1
7:20 PM Break
7:30 PM Small Group Discussions #2
8:10 PM Recap of Small Group Discussions
8:20 PM Opportunity for Public Comment
8:25 PM Overview of Next Meetings and Closing Remarks
8:30 PM Adjourn



Project Area History
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Fishing



FISHING

Would you fi sh in the restored estuary? We are currently assuming a pier for fi shing. Are there 

considerations for that structure that would help it to be most eff ective in supporting this use?



Small Group Sessions



5th Avenue Bridge Experience
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CAPITOL LAKE – DESCHUTES ESTUARY 
Long-Term Management Project  Environmental Impact Statement 
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Figure 4.5 - Pedestrian Network 

  

Source: City of Olympia, 2019a; Thurston County, 2020d 
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Figure 4.6 - Bike Network  

  

Source: Thurston Regional Planning Council, 2020; City of Olympia, 2018 
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Figure 4.1 - Street Network 

 

  
Source: City of Olympia, 2018. City of Tumwater, 2016 
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Figure 4.4 - Transit and Rail Network  

  

Source: Intercity Transit, 2018, Thurston County, 2020c. Reflects pre-pandemic conditions.  
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Figure 4.5 - Pedestrian Network 

  

Source: City of Olympia, 2019a; Thurston County, 2020d 
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Figure 4.6 - Bike Network  

  

Source: Thurston Regional Planning Council, 2020; City of Olympia, 2018 

PEDESTRIANPEDESTRIAN BICYCLESBICYCLES

5TH AVE5TH AVE

4TH AVE4TH AVE

O
LY

M
PI

C
 S

T 
W

O
LY

M
PI

C
 S

T 
W

SIDEWALKS SHARED-USE
BIKE LANE

EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE

The replacement of the dam with a new bridge will create a new over water crossing 
in Olympia. What are your top priorities for this new 5th Avenue estuary crossing?



EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE

When you think of the bridge aesthetics, are there sources of inspiration that the 
design might consider? For example, the existing 4th Avenue bridge, iconic structures, 
natural elements of the estuary, the Capitol Campus, or other? We will be asking this 
question of the community and the City as well. 



EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE

Are there important stories, histories, or elements of Olympia 
that should be incorporated into the experience of this place?
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What will make this 5th Ave crossing a success?

EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE
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EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE

How can we best support a positive pedestrian 
experience across the bridge?



EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE

What aspects of the current 5th Avenue Bridge and connecting parkway are working well? 



Boardwalks



Boardwalks
Proposed boardwalks in 
Middle Basin and South Basin

Boardwalk locations as 
shown in the EIS



Boardwalks

Interpretation and seating Boardwalk width of 10−12 feet Boardwalk width of 8−10 feet Existing decking and railings

Design Consideration: 
The proposed boardwalks will be experienced (most often) as passing through tidal marsh habitat. 
Only under high water conditions will the boardwalks pass over open water.  



Questions
QUESTION: We have been assuming programming for boardwalks for 
passive use only. Should we be considering other programming, such 
as active uses like fishing?



Questions
QUESTION: How can we design 
the boardwalks in such a way 
that recreationalists feel safe? 
(lighting, emergency response, 
active uses like fishing, etc.)



Questions
QUESTION: Are there specific 
amenities for the boardwalks 
that would best support wildlife 
viewing, the experience over the 
water, etc.?



Boat Launch



Boat Launch – Hand Carry
Marathon Park
• It is estimated that the channels in the 

North and Middle Basins would be 
inundated at depths that would support 
shallow-draft boating, such as kayaking, for 
approximately 70% of the daylight hours 
during the months of May through 
September

• In the summer, low tides occur most often 
during daylight hours 

Source: EIS Land Use, Shorelines, and Recreation Discipline Report (July 2022)

Marathon Park



Boat Launch – Nearby Existing Launches

Marathon Park

Swantown Marina
Percival Landing potential 
future additional boat 
launch opportunity 
West Bay Park
Historical Park (closed)



Boat Launch – Hand Carry

Potential launch location 
at Marathon Park



Boat Launch Types and Facilities
Natural Beach Floating Dock ADA Platform with 

Transfer Station
Other Facilities: 

Picnic, Parking, etc.



Questions
QUESTION: Is a hand-carried boat launch a valuable addition to the 
project and if so, what should the design team consider in terms of 
location, water levels, currents, and tides?



Questions
QUESTION: Would you use a boat launch in Marathon Park, and if so, 
when and what type of hand-carried vessel?



Questions
QUESTION: If a boat launch is programmed in Marathon Park, are 
there specific features that would make it more useable for a range of 
abilities? 



Other Recreational Considerations



Questions
QUESTION: What kinds of 
design features would improve 
the use of recreational features 
for people with ranging 
abilities?



Welcome back!



Recap of Small Group Sessions



Please raise your hand if you would like to provide comment.

Comments should last no more than 2 minutes. Alternatively, comments 
can be sent to info@DeschutesEstuaryProject.org. 

Opportunity for Public Comment

mailto:info@DeschutesEstuaryProject.org


Current Design Schedule & Key Milestones
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